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The year 2022, what a year for Quilcene Historical Museum 
and Worthington Park! A year ago I wrote to you that we were 
in final discussions with the county to allow us to fully operate 
across the entire park. Perhaps you heard us “ringing the bell” 
of success as we celebrated receiving our occupancy permit 
from Jefferson County this past spring. As is our custom, several 
Board members used their knowledge and skills to help guide 
us through this process and get us across this critical finish line. 
After 10 years of hard labor and significant challenges we have 
created for South Jefferson County a wonderful, unmatched 
resource... an Event Center! We now offer a mansion, museum, 
stage, meadow, pond and... even a real parking lot.  And what 
a community event center Worthington Park has become. 

This past season, we hosted a wedding, a celebration of life, an anniversary 
party and other private events. In July, the mansion doors opened to overnight 
guests (marketed through a company called Evolve), and by year’s end we will 
have hosted over 150 guests for over 50 nights!  Families have booked the 
residence for both Thanksgiving and Christmas and we anticipate hosting 
guests throughout the coming year. The revenue from these private events and 
overnight stays was an important planning factor in our business plan and we 
are beginning to realize our goals. The prime example of Worthington Park 
arriving at its full potential was our first Quilcene Fiber Festival - “Sheep to 
Shawl.” Record numbers of visitors wandered the grounds throughout the day 
– learning to knit, weave and even play Gaelic fiddle tunes in the Museum, 
witness sheep shearing on Linger Longer stage, warm themselves by wood fires 
near the mansion, or discover the artful fiber offerings of local vendors in the 
mansion. The entire park was used - a dream come true! 

Also, this past summer and autumn we saw the mansion rented nearly every 
weekend and we sponsored two very popular competitive athletic events: The 
Bon Jon Pass Out and The Oyster Races Half Marathon. Folks also enjoyed the 
annual Tasting Gala, two outdoor movies, and a return of the Up, Up, Up 
Circus.  The school staged a magical production of Little Women in our 19th 
Century mansion, Jefferson County library used the stage for weekly reading 
groups, the Key City Players produced their second Youth Summer Camp on 
the grounds and our Scarecrow Contest once again delighted all who drove by. 

Throughout the year and interspersed between these memorable private and 
public events, our Quilcene neighbors took advantage of the meadow and 
grounds for dog walks, frisbee games and picnics.  The Museum continued to 
enlighten an ever-increasing flow of visitors about our rich history. In the pages 
that follow you will read about our efforts to upgrade our Museum and, refine 
our landscaping. In sum, 2022 broke all previous Worthington Park attendance 
numbers with nearly a thousand more visits than any previous year.         

-continued- 



Museum Renovation is Underway                                                          Kevin Wooley

With the Mansion opening this year and the significant effort on its renovation winding down, attention is now 
turned to the museum for a long-awaited refresh.  To this end, a group of docents and a few board members 
agreed to join a Museum Brainstorming Committee to explore what could be done.  We are focused on 
addressing three main areas but there are a number of additional ideas for future upgrade activities as well.

Area 1 - Capital Projects:  Luckily some of the funds in our Heritage Grant from the state are targeted for 
the museum.  The group felt the highest priorities for major upgrades were in three areas.  First, and most 
urgent, is additional storage.  Dave Satterlee has taken the lead in obtaining engineering plans as well as 
permitting to expand the back porch into a much-needed storage room.  Second, is an upgrade to the HVAC 
system to allow for summertime cooling/humidity control and more efficient heating costs in the winter. Third, 
is an upgrade to the electrical system/lighting in the museum for a better display of the exhibits.  The team is 
working to get these projects planned and completed by June of 2023 when the grant will likely expire.

Area 2 - Exhibits:  This team is also working on a refresh of the exhibits over the winter. This will include 
updating the layouts and increasing the labeling to highlight their significance to the history of the area.  One 
goal is to identify items for storage and deaccessioning others to improve the impact and visitor appreciation of 
the exhibits. 

Area 3 - Cataloging Exhibits: Currently all the items donated to the museum are logged by hand in a 
series of notebooks.  To better manage the locations and history of items the team is beginning work on 
capturing our collection into a commercial museum database.  This will help us to manage the items and help 
preserve their historical value.  

Many thanks to those on the team and if anyone is interested    
in helping with the exhibit cleanup over the winter months or 
finding and entering data into the database over upcoming    
year please reach out (Kevin Wooley, 360-531-1023 or 
kevin.j.wooley@gmail.com).  All are welcome.

The Museum received 43 artifact, photo, or document   
donations from 10 Quilcene, Dabob, Lake Leland, Seattle,    
Port Ludlow, Buckley supporters.  Items are related to local 
history, cook books, school memorabilia, “Camp Discovery”  
and “Lake Leland Improvement Club” records.

A Message from the Chair, continued                                                 

People came from across our county, nation and globe, to be entertained, enriched, and enlightened at our very 
special and unique “ten acres.”

Tucked inside the newsletter is your opportunity to continue to support the Museum and Worthington Park. Please 
consider joining as an annual member in one of several categories. The dues are reasonable and make a significant 
positive difference in our operating budget.  If you know of someone who would like to join, please copy the form, 
or go to the website – www.worthingtonparkquilcene.org to get a membership form. Lifetime members can support 
our efforts by contributing a sustaining gift.

All of our supporters should feel really proud of what we have achieved together. Your support has been, and 
continues to be, critical in making this remarkable volunteer endeavor a reality.  We are proudly featuring in the 
upcoming 2022 annual report a feature story on the generous donors who have given beautiful treasures to 
enhance the mansion interior and collection in the Museum.  

We thank all of you very much and we look forward to 2023 and another extraordinary year at the Park!

Cheers, Christine Satterlee

Museum Collection Update     Larry McKeehan



Worthington Park's Landscape Transformed                                             Jeff Childs

Worthington Park, as you may recall, has been 
softly titled “10 Acres of Possibilities.” It is quite 
easy to see the progress of a construction project 
(i.e. the mansion, east garage extension), but 
less so the efforts associated with the remaining 
nine and a half acres. Mother Nature has a way 
of keeping us humbled, and although we are 
indeed grateful for her persistence, it does mean 
your Board's efforts at fulfilling one of its many 
commitments will forever be a beautiful work in 
progress. Your Board strongly identifies with 
being good stewards of what we consider has 
been a gift; a unique parcel of earth that we 
strongly desire to be a safe and aesthetically 
appealing asset to our community.

Continued contributions from both our limited volunteer and casual labor crews have provided some forward 
progress during these past few months. Besides the usual trail maintenance, meadow mowing, flower garden 
upkeep, mole hill removal, storm debris clean-up, tree trimming, sidewalk pressure washing, invasive specie 
removal (think blackberry), autumn leaf and walnut clean-up, we finally managed to get the front lawn in final 
grade and hydro-seeded in October. Our springtime efforts to accomplish this were held-up by the long wet 
spring that saturated the clay soils and prohibited us from finishing the project before the summer dry season 
came. Without an irrigation system in place, our delay until fall seemed the best recourse. As the winter 
months come and go, we will watch the new lawn slowly sprout while our grounds maintenance crews 
continue to stay current with our mission.

The Board would also like to express sincere gratitude to, among others, our local garden club.  Donations 
from them have included approximately 60 dahlia bulbs (you may have noticed them blooming in the 
museum front bed over the summer; thank you Harold!). They also donated funds to be used for outdoor 
planters which will be filled with plantings that provide welcome color on the mansion's exterior.

For the future our theme is “steady as she goes.”  Our priorities will continue to be the same: manage what 
we have, and slowly add appointments as funds become available.

Budgets don't stretch as far as they did a few years ago, so we are by necessity, prioritizing. Good things take 
time, the turtle wins the race. Over the course of the next few years for example, we will slowly add our 
anticipated foundation shrubbery (and perhaps a sprinkler system). At the end of the day, we are proud to be 
giving a hand to creating a beautiful and unique space where our neighbors and visitors can wander and be 
enriched. 

Passages

We mourn the passing and express condolences and community love to the families 
and friends of these supporters of Quilcene and the Museum who have passed: 
Lorna Ward, Herb Beck, John Boulton, Jackie Benson, Tom McClanahan, Bernice 
Jackson, Nancy LaLander, Richard Wojt, Tim Love, Evelyn Tarr, Jan Jensen, 
Margorie (Ward) Johnston.  Please accept our apologies for anyone not listed. Send 
information for a future honorarium to: quilcenemuseum@olypen.com.
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Quilcene High School production, “Little Women”

Linger Longer entertainers, Tasting Gala

Up, Up, Up Circus

Quilicene Fiber Festival, “Sheep to Shawl”
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