
A Message from the Chair Christine Satterlee 

Worthington Park is a property of the Quilcene Historical Museum

Newsletter                                                         202Fall 3

Dear Newsletter Readers,

In the Autumn of 2022 Newsletter we concluded with the hope that 2023 would be another great year.       
I am pleased to report that 2023 was indeed another GREAT year for the Quilcene Museum and  
Worthington Park.   All the events of 2022 repeated in 2023 with even larger audiences enjoying our “Ten 
Acres of Possibilities.” We were also the venue for two delightful weddings, featuring our two nights / three 
day special package. Both couples loved a more relaxed “big day” because they had time, lots of time. 

We have significantly enhanced the appearance of our park grounds with beautiful green lawns, 
hydroseeded in the autumn of 2022, and the flower border “shelf” that extends across the mansion 
frontage was filled with Cosmos and Zinnias. This has delighted folks all summer long. 

Our Museum received its long awaited “re-do”: we added a 32x10 storage unit to the museum building 
funded by the Washington State Historical Society, Heritage Capital Project (photos appear in this 
newsletter). The storage unit will properly house all our accessions and collection, enabling our displays to 
be refreshed periodically. We carefully sorted through our entire collection, retaining items that were 
relevant to our museum's area of historical and cultural responsibility - extending from Hwy 104 south to 
the county line and including Lake Leland, The Coyle, Brinnon and Quilcene. This effort has allowed us to 
focus on and emphasize our local history. Thanks to hours of cleaning and sorting, the Museum now has a 
fresh, clean spacious look.  

We have enclosed our annual membership form. We are encouraging folks to entertain the idea of a 
Sustaining Donation; either monthly, quarterly or annually.  Having the comfort of a fixed income greatly 
helps our budget planning and will aide in keeping this extraordinary project going for our community and 

beyond. Come and visit us… 

   Cheers!
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Throughout the late spring and early summer, the Museum’s 
collection storage area was significantly expanded. Over 300 
square feet of additional storage was added.  

The Addition is complete on the outside with inside finishing 
work slated for this fall and winter. The addition also 
included moving a fire escape door to a much better 
location. HVAC will be installed for better climate control of 
stored historical accessions. The addition required a change 
to the existing roof, so the removed roofing material was 
recycled to roof the well house that services the Museum 
and the Mansion. 

Lastly, the Museum sign has been restored and will be 
reinstalled by the end of October. It is anticipated that the 
new capital campaign will fund a new paint job on the 
Museum, to match the Mansion. The Linger Longer Stage is 
also scheduled to be re-stained. Both projects should be 
complete by late spring, 2024.

Structural Renovations

2023 witnessed the first full year of operations at Worthington Park since the Museum’s inception in 1991. 
This summer brought record visitation to Worthington Park from across the country and internationally. 
The Park hosted a wide range of public and private events amidst newly landscaped grounds. 

Opening the restored mansion to overnight stays and special events 
significantly expanded the contributions of our unique, historical 
venue. The second annual Quilcene Fiber Festival held in October was 
case in point. For the second year, this event utilized the entire 10 park 
acres. This year we expanded the festival schedule of events to include 
sheep dog demonstrations, sheep shearing, various musical per-
formances, and we doubled the number of vendors from last year. 
Fiber artists from across the Peninsula offered their creations in the 
restored mansion and across the entire park. This was far and away the 
South County event that attracted the greatest amount of business and 
visitors to Quilcene in 2023. Over 600 visitors attended the festival – 
setting a record for the Park. 

Major public events were staged for every month from June to 
October. The June gravel bike race, the Bon Jon Pass Out, 
returned for the third year, attracting a record number of 
participants from as far away as Florida. This competition is the 
largest of its kind in Jefferson County – taking advantage of 
Worthington Park’s proximity to the Olympic National Forest 
and trailheads. 

A Busy Year

Quilicene Fiber Festival

Bon Jon Pass Out Gravel Race

Quilcene Historical Museum
Storage Addition



This stump puller was recently returned to the museum after repairs were 
made and will join the other logging equipment in the logging exhibit in 
2024. We are also awaiting a small steam yarder which will join the 
museum's collection next year.

The very popular Up, Up, Up Circus returned for its third year in July attracting hundreds of visitors who 
picnicked in the meadow catching both the free circus performance and an evening outdoor movie 
“under the stars.” 

Wrapping up the summer in August was the 14th annual Tasting 
Gala - featuring libations from across the region. The theme this 
year was “Here Comes the Sun” and featured music of the 60’s 
and 70’s. The Gala attracted over 130 attendees and the largest 
number of area vendors to date. 

The Oyster Races half marathon, 10K and 5K returned in September for its eleventh year. Registration for 
these races was the largest to date. This event represented a new partnership with three of the largest 
nonprofit races on the Peninsula – the Rhody Run, the North Olympic Discovery Marathon, and the 
Oyster Races. This successful partnership leveraged increased promotion and registration across all three 
organizations. 

Wedding celebrations took advantage of the entire park – encompassing the meadow, woods, outdoor 
theater, historic pond and historic restoration. We expect these bookings to double in 2024. Our 2023 
business plan forecast 60 overnight stays, however we will likely surpass that number by at least 20%. 
More than half of our bookings came from over 300 miles away. Opening the restored mansion to 
overnight stays and special events expanded the entire Park offerings to numerous private events including 
anniversaries, memorials, weddings, and family reunions occurring throughout the year. 

Throughout 2023, volunteers refreshed all the exhibits and displays in the Museum—while also keeping 
our ten acres well maintained with landscape upgrades. 

We expect 2024 to be even busier than 2023!

Logging Exhibit

Up, Up, Up Circus

What is a Docent?  

“Docent” comes from the Latin word docere, meaning “to teach.”  At the QHM we have 18 volunteers

who teach visitors where to find information, interpret artifacts, tell local stories, and sell books. You DON’T 
have to be a history teacher to be a docent in our museum.  Some docents are able to volunteer once a 
week, others once or twice a month.  All of our docents are important in keeping the museum open from 
the 3rd Saturday of April through the 3rd Saturday of September, Friday through Monday, from 1 to 5pm. 
Docents are the heart and soul of our museum – and we need more of you! 

Please email us at quilcenemuseum@olypen.com if you would like to share our history. Current docents 
come from as far away as Triton Cove/Brinnon, Leland, Dabob and Quilcene. It would be wonderful to 
have Coyle and Center represented too. THANK YOU to our current docents for keeping our museum vital, 
alive, and open! 
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Our Mission is to preserve and
promote the importance of our 

community’s history and culture for
present and future generations.

The 10 Acres of Possibilities became 10 Acres of Memories for 
two weddings this 2023 Season. We offered, at the Kitsap 
Wedding Expo, a special Worthington Park booking package of 
three days and two nights. This meant a wedding could have a 
day to set up, a day for the ceremony, and a day to pack up and 
depart. This allowed the couples to decorate their chosen 
ceremony site—be it the maple by the river, one overlooking the 
pond, or on the stage. This arrangement also allowed them the 
time to enjoy their rehearsal dinner in the Mansion. Our couples 
delighted in the setting and the available time for a relaxed, 
memory-filled, special day.

The Museum has significantly increased its efforts in promoting 
weddings at Worthington Park, and is already reaping the 
benefits of that strategy with double the number of weddings 
now booked for 2024. Contact our new events manager, Bobbie 
Strohm, at 619-778-2266, bobbie@ranchosuenos.com or go to: 
www.WorthingtonParkQuilcene.org.

Worthington Weddings

Is there a wedding in your future?    
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